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ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. 
OSA pr MONT MORIEN was 
daughter to the Marquis de 


Chatignac, one of che moſt illuſtrious 


warriors the annals of France can 


produce. At the cloſe of a cam- 
paign, in which he had ſignalized 
Von. II. B himſelf 
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„ ROSA ve MONTMORIEN, 


the troops of the imperial enemy, he 


retired from court on ſome ſlight 
diſguſt conceived at the preference 
ſhown by the King to the young 
Duke de Louvais (who had ſerved 
under the Marquis as a volunteer). 


The Marchioneſs, an amiable and 
beautiful woman, (and couſin to Lord 
Seymour) highly approved this re- 

, tirement, as it favoured her intention 

of ſuperintending the education of 

her infant daughter; that of her ſon 
was entruſted to the Abbe des Chaſ- 
telle, agreeable to a ſtipulation in 
| their 


ROSA ps MONTMORIEN. 3 
their marriage contract, by which it 
was ordained that the daughters ſhould 


be brought up in the Proteſtant Faith, 


and the ſons in that of the Church of 
Rome. The Marchioneſs, who for 
ſo laudable a purpoſe relinquiſhed the 
| ſplendid circle of a court, did not, 
however, live to ſee her views ac- 
compliſhed; and Roſa was confided to 
the care of Mademoiſelle 1a Ber- 
trande, a lady of family in Languedoc, 


and diſtantly allied to the Marquis. 


Roſa poſſeſſed an acute penetra- 
tion and a ſuſceptible heart. Her ſe- 
cluſion from the world had not damp- 
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4 ROSA ps MONTMORIEN. 


ed the vivacity of her diſpoſition, | 
though the contracted ſphere ſhe yet 
moved in had reſtricted her amuſe- 


ments, which were chiefly confined 
to muſic and reading, which latter re- 


creation, coping moſtly of roman- 


. 8 


ces, had gigen an eccentric turn to 


fot: 


her naturally vivific imagination. 


Scarce had yet ſhe attained her 


ſixteenth year, when the Marquis, at 


the ſolicitation of the Count de Mont- 


morien (who declared himſelf a can- 
didate for the heart of his daughter) 
returned to Paris, careſſed at court, 


g Ammerged i in the Bay follies of faſhion- 
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ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. 5 
able liſe. Roſa, young, beauteous and 
inexperienced, heard, unconcerned, 
her father's deſign of beſtowing her 
on the Count. Univerſally regarded 


with admiration, ſhe ſought not to 
acquire the eſteem of any one in par- 


ticular, and therefore treated the 


Count with complacency, and ap- 
parently acquieſced with the ſenti- 
ments of the. Marquis : but not al- 


ways are the volatile and verſatile in- 


_ clinations of youth to be eſteemed a 


ſecurity by the cautious lover ; Roſa, 


while thoughtleſs in her purſuits, and 
puerile in her actions, found the em- 


Rn, ſhafts of love irreſiſtable. 
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6 ROSA vs MONTMORIEN. 
The Duke de Louvais, at this 
period, returned from Italy, and 


preſented to her an object glowing 
with ſenſibility, and adorned with 
every exterior charm which faſcinates 
the eye or captivates the heart. In : 
Roſa he beheld every native beauty, 
combined with wit, ſpirit, and ele- 
gance. Her mind, yet uncorrupted 
by art, or diſturbed by that courtly 
attendant envy (however uncultivated) 
promiſed to be the future abode of 
every genial virtue—and unconſci- 
ous -of the reſentment of the Mar- 
quis, he gave way, without reſerve, 
to the tenderneſs ſhe inſpired. —Ar 
| balls, 


ROSA D MONTMORIEN. +» 
balls, he danced with her, and eſcort- 


ed her to every public place and 


Roſa had entangled her affections ere 
ſhe ſuſpected them in danger. Her 


engagements with Montmorien were 


forgotten; and not till informed by her 


father that the enſuing week was 


fixed on for their nuptials, had ſhe 
regarded him as her deftined lord. 


The haughty Chatignac had ſeen, 
with pleaſure, the affection of Louvais 
for his daughter, and anticipated, in 


the triumph of Montmorien, che 


ſecret revenge he meditated againſt 


the Duke. It is now,” ſaid he 


„ to 
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8 ROSA vs MONTMORIEN. 
to: Roſa, you will, avenge, by be- 


« coming the wife of Montmorien, 
« in ſome meaſure the injuries we 
© have ſuſtained from the family of 
« the Duke.” —* The wife of Mont- 
« morien!” exclaimed the artleſs 
Roſa; Ah, Louvais [ns Is it poſ- | 
« fible,” cried the enraged Marquis, 


. « you can think with fondneſs on the 


<« enemy of your father Me Oh, 


«. my Lord Louvais is your friend 5 


« he reveres your valour, and eſteems 


«your perſon.” —© Weak girl, what 


« have you done? Have you forgot 


© you are contracted to Montmo- 


« rien?” — Ah no! but my heart is 


* x 


_ 1 « already 


ROSA vs MONTMORIEN. 9 


® already diſpoſed of to another.” — 

« I ſee, Roſa, my folly in ſuppoſing. 
« my reſentments would ſteel the bo- 
« ſom-of my child; but tis now too 


F late to recant, and the Counteſs 


« de Montmorien muſt vanquiſh the 
_ © idle prepoſſeſſions of Roſa de Cha- 


9 n 4 


Ibis interview tended only to ac- 


celerate the marriage, and immedi- 
ately the Count departed with her 
for his. eſtate on the frontiers of 


| Normandy. To the gloomy man- 


ſion of his anceſtors the dejected 
| Roſa was conveyed. She ſhuddered 
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10 ROSA DE MONTMORIEN, 
as ſhe entered the dreary avenue 


preſſentiment of the miſeries which 
-ſhe was there to experience. The 


ponderous | gates were thrown open 
for them, and cloſed on their en- 
trance.— The humid walls of the 
Cloiſters, through which they paſſed 
to their apartments, were decked 
with mouldering trophies and ruin- 


ous ſculptures (the monuments of his 


anceſtors, whoſe remains, with tena- 
cious pomp, were depoſited in this 
caſtle) chilled every feeling of the 
unfortunate Counteſs. Doomed to 
ſuffer in ſilence, ſhe pined o'er the 
beloved 


| beloved recollection of Louvais, and 
reſigned herſelf wholly to the fatal 
affection which preyed on her peace. 


Conſcious of his own indeſert, and 
too ſenſible of her predilection for 
the Duke, the Count embittered every 
anguiſh by jealouſy, and, by tortured 


_ conſtructions in the minuteſt actions, : 


confirmed to himſelf his ungenerous 
ſuſpicions. If a momentary gleam 
of chearfulneſs broke through the 
melancholy which abſorbed the Coun- 
teſs, he concluded ſhe had either ſeen 
or heard from her lover: If a prey to 
ſilent ſorrow, ſhe lamented her fate in 


ſecret, 
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i2 ROSA D MONTMORIEN. 


ſecret, he imagined her deviſing ſome 


plot againſt him. Art length, wearied 
with his own ſuſpicions, and piqued 
at her indifference, he reſolved to re- 
turn to Paris. 


x 


Immured within this ſolitary place, 


with no other companions than the 
young Clara and La Bertrande (whom 
the Count retained as governeſs to his 
ſiſter) ſhe paſſed a tedious twelve- 


month; during which period no- 


thing worth reciting occured, fave 


the death of the Marquis. Roſa 


now reflected that ſhe had no friend 
but her unkind huſband—the dif- 


| ference 


ROSA DE ; MONTMORIEN-- r 


ference of faith having totally eſtrang- 
ed her from er brother.—She there- 
fore determined to ſtruggle with her 
fondneſs for Louvais; and in this 


reſolution wrote to the Count, con- 


juring him, in the tendereſt terms, to 


return. No anſwer, however, was 


vouchſafed her: his prejudices were 


not to be vanquiſhed by tenderneſs, 


or combated with reaſon.— The life 


of the Duke could only 'expiate the 
ſuppoſitious | injur 5 and he impa- 
tiently ſought an occaſion of wreak- 
ing the vengeance he meditated on 


that unfortunate nobleman. 
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14 ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. 
An accident ſoon favoured cheſe 


wiſhes, by giving him a ſhadow of 
reaſon for revenge. One evening the 
penſive Counteſs, accompanied by her 


ſiſter and La Bertrande, had ſtrolled 
towards the gates of the avenue, and, 


charmed by the ſerenely beautiful 
ſcene which preſented itſelf to their 
view, fat down beneath the pines— 
more calmly to enjoy the delightfully 
contemplative proſpect.— The moon, 


with mildeſt luſtre, glided o'er the 
vivid tinged horizon, diſperſing her 


pellucid beams, which wantonly ſport- 
ed with the waving boughs o'er their 
heads, and — the intereſting 

1 groupe 


ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. r5 
groupe which approached them, 
| Slowly aſcending the winding road 


on the ſide of the hill, was a party of 


gentlemen, who had been hunting in 
the foreſt of „but, the chace 
being diverted by the increaſing gloom 


of night, were now retiring to the 
neighbouring village. 


_ Amongſt chem was a pans Can 
lier, whoſe ſuperior port beſpoke his 


rank, leading a beautiful courſer up 
ſteep before the reſt of the gen- 
temen, who with leſs confideration 
were riding their tired horſes in ſpite 
of the craggy aſcent. So lovely a 
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16 6 ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. 
ita as our fair triumvirate; could 
not fail to attract the notice of the 
gallant ſportſman, who, drawing near 
to them, exclaimed, « the Counteſs 
« de Montmorien!''—< Louvais !” 
cried Roſa, eagerly riſing and ſpring- 
ing towards him, yet arreſted in her 
motion by his ſudden proſtration at 


her feet, © is it you?”'— The ſame, 
.« my Lady,” replied the Duke, re- 


collecting ſne was now the wife of 


another, the ſame Louvais who 
e adored, who reſpects, who eſteems 
* you. Ah, my Lord!“ return- 
ed the Counteſs, ſenſible of her error, 
e fear that reſpect I have forfeited, 
. 8 15 « by 
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| ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. 17 
« by my involuntary lapſe from the 
« duty I owe the Count but ſur- 
cc priſe had overwhelmed my reaſon, 
« and the Joy of beholding you again 
« gave birth to an emotion my na- 
« tural ſincerity knew ill how to 
« diſguiſe.” — Without waiting a re- 
ply, ſhe preſented him to the ladies, 
to whoſe aſtoniſhment and curioſity | 
this introduction was a ſeaſonable 
relief. The reſt of the party came 
up, to whom Louvais made a conciſe 
apology, and aſſured them he would 
ſpeedily follow to the village. 


The . again ſeated themſelves 
Vor. II. C on 
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16 ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. 

on the graſs, and the Duke was con- 
verſing with Roſa in the endearing 
language of love, (by an unlooked for 
—a fad event, untimely mellowed into 
friendſhip) when they were inter- 
rupted by a ruſtling amid the leaves, 
and ere the Counteſs could turn 
round to ſee from̃ whence the noiſe 


proceeded, the report of a piſtol ſtruck 


her ear, and ſhe beheld the Duke fall 
bleeding at her feet. —Pale and aghaſt, 


the aſſaſſin let fall the dreadful imple- 
ment from his trembling hand. Roſa 
wildly fixed | her eyes on him, and 
ſunk ſenſeleſs in the arms of La 


Bertrande, who ſcarcely was able to 


ſupport 
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ſupport her. The Count, whoſe jea- 


louſy was alarmed at the near approxi- 


mation of the caſtle to the foreſt. 


deſtined for the chace, had loitered 


the whole day in diſguiſe in the en- 


virons ; and meeting the remainder 


of the ſportſmen, enquired for the 


Duke, who, they informed him, they 
had left at the chateau. This was 
ſufficient to rouſe his reſentment, and 


haſtily charging his piſtols, he had 


ſtole behind, and liſtened to a con- 


verſation, which, while perfectly in- 


nocent, and participated by his ſiſter 
and her governeſs, had irritated his 


C2 vengeance, 
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20 ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. . 
vengeance, and wrought ſo dreadful 


a cataſtrophe. 


The timid Clara, on. ſeeing the 
Duke fall, had flown to the houſe and 
alarmed the ſervants. On their ap- 
proach, recovering from the filent 
ſtupor in which he had ſtood dejec- 
tedly viewing the murdered Louvais, 
he commanded them to take up the 
corpſe and bury it in the cloider, 5 
adding, that he was a robber who had 
attacked the ladies, and would have 
ſtripped them of their jewels, but for 
his forlunate arrival. They did not 
indeed believe this feint, but they 


knew 
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knew too well the ferocity of his na- 
ture to expreſs their doubts of the 


truth of his aſſertion, and therefore 


« — . h 
a” Sb 
— ed 


interred the ſcarce-cold body with 


e. 
— 22 
res > 


the anceſtors of Montmorien. 
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The moment which deprived Lou- 


vais of life, in bereaving Roſa of her 
ſenſes, ſhielded her from ſorrows her 

, tender frame was not formed to en- 

dure. She was conveyed to the caſtle, 
and put to bed in a burning fever. 
The Count, alone in his library, paſſed 
the night in reflecting on her ſuffer- 
ings and his own guilt. Unable to 
bear, her ſight, he ſhrunk from the 
| C3 - afflicted 
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afflicted Clara, whom he confidered 
as diſhonoured by the crime of her 

brother; and, a prey to the keeneſt 
remorſe, wore away the /edtous hours. 


% 


In the morning, the Chevalier de 


Terrefat came in ſearch of the Duke, 


whom the domeſtics were ordercd to 
ſay left the caſtle the preceding 
evening. Not ſatisfied with this an- | 
ſwer, the Chavalier went over every 
apartment, but found no traces of 
him, and, diſappointed and appre- 
bende, he returned to Paris with the 
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_ Meanwhile the Count determined 
to embark. for Malta, convinced 
France could not long be a ſafe re- 
ſidence for him; yet to leave the 
Counteſs in her preſent ſtate was 
impoſſible—With the object of his 
jealouſy his unkindneſs d ied, and the 
affection ſo. long ſuppreſſed by 
groundleſs ſuſpicions and unfavour- 


able ſurmiſes, now blazed forth in 
= its genuine ardour.—He beheld . 
her reduced to the brink of the grave, 
| Her youth blighted by his cruelty, 9 


l. 1 


her ſenſes loſt and annihilated through „ 

his. means—and incapable of receiv- 8 
ing the reparation he anxiouſly ſought 
At ; to 
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to make, he watched by ber be 4. f Je 


whole days, while, inſenſible to all 


around, ſhe hardly ſeemed to breathe. 


On the ſeventh day ( ſubſequ ent to 
the dire tranſaction) her diforder took 
a' new turn.—Wildly ſhe called on 


Louvais, and im plored heaven to 


avenge his murder.—Then again 


pleaded for him to her huſband, and 
conjured him to ſpare a life ſo dear 


to her. 9 | 


Diſtracted by her ravings, Mont- 


morien fixed on the following even- 


ing for his departure, having pre- 
„„ 


| ROSA vs MONTMORIEN: . 5; 
viouſly arranged his affairs, and ſettled 
his fortune and eſtate on the inſenſate 
Counteſs. Egbert (a faithful do- 
meſtic before mentioned) alone was 
permitted to accompany him in this 


ſad E e i 


At the cloſe of the ai the Counteſs 
| inſiſted on being acquainted with the 
burial place of her lover, and eſcap- 
ing from her attendants, Hiker 
ſought the cloiſter, unſeen by any but 
the Count, who followed her at a 
diſtance.— Frantic ſhe knelt to the 

tomb of his forefathers, and bedewed 
it with her tears. Reclin · d on the | 
cold 
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cold. marble, he ſaw; the head, whoſe 


ſane chimerical notions, ſtupidly reſt. 


more to bleſs her . 


n 
* Þ- ><, þ LON 
- * — 


; No 3 able to reſtrain his grief, 
he would have retired but awakened 


by the ſudden riſing of the Counteſs, 


to ſee what new extravagance would 
enſue. With haſty. ſteps ſhe came 


his feet, addreſſed him in the follow- 


once clear perceptions, whoſe charm, 
ing ſenſibilities, all blended with in- 


ed on the grave of her lover, and 
invoked the miniſter of peace once 


he ſtood ſtill, waiting tremblingly | 


ing 


| N 
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ing ſuppliant ſtrain :>=* Thou herald 


« .of death, whoſe hand hath ſo rudely 


ec ſevered me from myſelf—ſpeak, 
and command yon relentleſs tomb 


« to open its ponderous jaws, and 


« ſuffer. me to enter and embalm 


« with my tears the cold corpſe of 
my love.— He is dead; nor ſhall 
« vengeance be kindled in the grave. 


* 


== 


Quickly quickly !” continued the, 
« inter me with him, or the Count 


*« will be here.—Huſh ! he muſt not 


% know I ſeek Louvais through the 


« chill regions of death. —Hark ! do 
« vou not hear him come K. But 
= « Louvais 


* 
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% Louvais is ſafe : He is entombed, 
« and hid from me and from him.” 


4 <A + + 


* Oh Roſa! injured Roſa!” cried 
the Count, in an agony, © do you not 
% know me? Will you not pity 
00 your wretched huſband? ! Huſ- 
« band!” repeated the Counteſs; 
„ Louvais was the huſband of my 

rt; but he is murdered, you 

„ know—See how his pale form 
« oleams round me—See, all clotted 


« with gore, hyac inthine curls—but 
« you ſhall not follow—No, Mont- - 
* morien, the manſion of the bleſſed 
« is his.—Bchold” (looking upwards 
as 
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as if ſhe ſtill ſaw him) © how the pur- 
« pled pinioned angels bear him 
« away through the blue etherial 
« vaults of heaven; and wall I ſtay? 
« Oh, yes, the Count reſtrains 
«* my flight. Breaking from her, 
Montmorien would have left her, 
but claſping him as ſhe aroſe, ſhe 


_ cried, in accents of horror, Stay, + 


« Montmorien! leave me not! Tell 
„ me, my Lord, where am I!'— 
« By the grave of Louvais, he 


would have ſaid, but utterance was 


denied him.—* I have injured you,” 

faid the Counteſs, who interpreted | 

| his filence as proceeding from anger ; 
_c] 
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I have never, never wronged you. 


No, my beloved Roſa, 'tis I am 
« the aggreffor you are innocent 
« T only muſt ſue for pardon.” — A 
os Gracious God,” cried the, « then 
« you "muſt allow me guilrleſs, and 
« may heaven forgive your crime. 
* Ves, murdered Louvais, thou halt 
ce „ eren Lord.“ | 


"Tears prevented her articulating 
diſtincthy the ejaculation ſhe breathed; 
and, compoſed and rational, fie re- 
rurned with the Count to the ſaloon, 


8 whete he informed her of his intend- 
ed deparure.— She heard with com- 


5 1 


f placency 


ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. zi 
placency his profeſſions of repent- 
ance; ſhe aſſured him of her forgive- 

: neſs; © but why, my Lord, J " added 
ſhe, © would you diſtruſt me, giant I 
te had taught my heart to eſteem 
* you: ? when, all its wanderings 
* corrected, it would have returned 
« to you, its home! 2?” But to be 
brief, the Count e and oP. 
Counteſs daily recovered. 
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Egbert was announced to the Counteſs 

| as requeſting an audience. I come, 
| « my Lady,” faid he as he entered, 
: * as bring my laſt wiſhes of my 


1 


15 CH AP: "I. 


THE NARRATIVE CONCLUDED. 


NOME months paſt ere thay . 
any intelligence of him when 


* Lord, to foreſtall the ſhock his ap- 
« proach will give you.. How,” 


cried 
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: cried the Counteſs, ec is he not well, | 
" and in ſafety?” A deep ſigh was 
the only anſwer Egbert” could | re- N 


| turn. | 


Roſa, who had ſurvived a ſtroke ſo 
cruel as the death of Louvais, was 
equal to every other cataſtrophe a 
rigid deſtiny could inflict. His ; 
| - ſilence confirmed her riſing appre- 

. henſions, and ſhe ſpared him the 
painful recital by exclaiming, « Ah, 
Egbert, he is no more!” —* NO 

„Madam, cried he, « the Count Y ES 
* has reſigned a being made wretched 1 
"7M by his crimes—but- k me not * 

n,, d 
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« how—be ſatisfied ad gil 8 * 4 
your power to pay the laſt; melan- 
<.choly rites, and depoſit his remains 


«. with the aſhes of his anceſtors. 


« Tell me only, ſaid the Counteſs, 


— 5 0 that he died not by his own hand; 
2 1 will ſearch no further into this 


lhe ven- 
« geance of heaven, een re 
3 Egbert, 2 purſued him, and 


« ſignalized in his end the certainty 
of retribution.” —* Ah!” cried 
Roſa, am I not yet prepared to 


* meet your intelligence! Has not 
c the blood of Louvais effaced every 


trace of womaniſh fear from my 


( ſoul! 


£5 
© Ss 
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HEE , 


cas wr, 


manner, and ſad { 


_ MONTMORIEN. - 3 p 
bond! Speak freely chen, faithful 
Egbert, nor think me unequal to 

3 en the evil fate en me 
=. to bear.” 


. by the firmneſs of her 


* * . 


6 * 


tenance - the good domeſtic e proceed. 5 
ed as follows: e 
1 5 > 17” $ 2 
1” 0 We arrived, my Lady, ſafe at 

« Malta, where we ſpent ſome days, „ 
„ and again embarked for Paleſtine, | _ | > | | ; 

2 whither my Lord had a romantic be 
« deſire to go. His country: was 7D | 
* forgot; his affections alienated from” 155 
BS * thoſe. : 


ity of her coun- 
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5. on thoſe whom his jealouſy has made 

m miſerable and diſhonoured; and 
his heart ſpeedily became as ſuſ- 

—— ceptible of new impreſſions, as for- 


1 getful of its former ones. Vour 
85 1 name, Madam, was prohibited 
being mentioned, and his own 
. diſcarded ; and that of La Berli 

: « aſſumed. During our reſidence in 
* the Holy Land, my Lord had 
* commenced an intrigue with a 
. beautiful young Greek, whoſe huſ- 

« band was abſent on a journey to 

=  * Conſtantinople; and with this 
| * young lady be paſſed much of his 
* _ rime, till the return of Signior 
„„ 
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Elberti precluded his viſiting her 
« ſo oſten.— The Count's intimacy 
« with Saroula had not eſcaped' the 
« notice of ſome perſons, who in- 
* Aantly (on his return) informed. 


1 © Signior Elberti of it.—The Italian, 


« prone to ſuſpicion, needed not a 
„confirmation of her infidelity to 


« ſtimulate his vengeance—and one 


evening, retiring from a ball, he | 
« was aſſaſſinated by a ruffian evi= 


* dently hired for that pu rpoſe. 


« crifice to the ſame paſſion which 


tc had made himſelf a murderer, and 
N without even leiſure to repent his 
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ſe, which 
« is now on the road, attended by a 


took into his ſervice during our 


« ſtay in Paleſtine. This, my Lady, 
« is the painful truth, which my fears 


« for your already ſo cruelly wound- 
« ed, ſo. wantonly aſſailed peace, 


* tempted , me to. conceal: but 
* heaven, who doubtleſs inſpires our 


* ations, will, I hope, enable you to 
© ſupport, with fortitude, this un- 


* xj 
„ 
N : 


This 


PF 
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This ſhort narrative was fucceeded 


by reflections on the part of the 
Counteſs, which, while natural. to one 
in her ſituation, would not amuſe the 
reader. She found herſelf miſtreſ 


of a large fortune, and totally diveſted 


of all authority from any relation that 


might influence her conduct. Her 


heart, torn by the remembrance of 


Louvais, ſhe became liſtleſs and un- 


eaſy; and her romantic project of 
viſiting England in diſguiſe, ſeemed 


The tender Clara, who thought ße 


owed implicit obedience to the wiſhes 


of her unhappy ſiſter, readily entered Een 


Fo 25024 9 D 4 | into 
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into her wild ſchemes ; and La Ber- 
|  rrande paſſively followed her beloved 
® pupils.—Her aſſumed habit ſcreened | 
the Counteſs from the knowledge of 
Lord Seymour; and Clara's con- 
cealment was only neceſſary to be 
attended to, as they were both ac- 5 
quainted with him at Paris. 


* 


The firſt interview of Roſa with 
Strickland, relumed the embers of 
paſſion in her boſom ; and Louvais, 
whom he ſtrongly reſembled, ſeemed 
again to live in him. | Fearful of a 
rival in the ſuperior charms of Clara, 
Roſa concealed her leſs through pru- 
nr" dental 


*<- 
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F dential conſiderations than „ 
from the Seymour family. She effec- 5 
tually preſerved the ſecret” of her | 


8 diſguiſe, till, alarmed by t the apparent 5 | 


danger of Strickland, the Counteſs : 
diſcovered herſelf to Lionel, urged 
her claim as his relation to his favour, 
and ſolicited the inſtant . of , 
the —— 1 8 205 


N . N 5 b. . 
2 -_ 3 : 1 5 
1 5 1 f 8 * * 


1 pins however att radtive, 
was but a ſecondary object with Mr. 
Seymour, whoſe intereſt was ever 
preſent, and whoſe ready brain in- 


ſtantaneouſly ſuggeſted the acquiſition G 
of the Counteſs's ſonune.—Fle there- 


fore 


— 
=. 
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fore ſtipulated that ſhe ſhou 
into an agreement to 
ſhould he ſurvive, at the e ? 
of a twelvemonth ; and by enlarging 
on the rigour of the law, and his power 
over Strickland, ſo intimidated Roſa, 
that ſhe reluctantly ſigned the fatal 
contract. She had, indeed, liberated 
| het lover, but enſlaved herſelf; and the 

only alleviation ſhe derived, was from 
the promiſe of Lionel to conceal her 
ſtory, and ſuffer her to paſs the inter- 
mediate Flog ou as ſhe herſelf * 


* 
KY 
> 


1 
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1 the vicinity of Clara's reſidence 
to the road Strickland travelled, had 
cauſed her precipitate flight from 
London, and ſhe arrived at wks only 
to find her fears realized. Diſtracted 
by her own ſituation with Mr. Sey= 
mour, Strickland's unequivocal 
affection for her ſiſter, ſhe was du- 
bious how to act; while the gen 
Clara, terrified by her appearance, and 
fubihied: by her own ſorrous to ap- | 
peaſe the keen deſpair of the Counteſs; 
ſolemnly - vowed never to give her 
hand to the object of her affections, 
or ſeek to inform him of her cir- 


- cumſtances, | 


1 
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nduct of her 


2 8 WY; TON. A 
LI . a 7 . {4 
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Satisſied 10 this ae Roſa 
turned her thoughts ſolely to avoiding” 

2 an alliance with Seymour, and with 8 
all poſſible celebrity reſolved to re- 
turn to France. She cherefore wrote 
Lionel a fictious account of the 1 1 
diſpoſition of her ſiſter, and while hge 
waitedpatiently and unſuſpectingly her 5 
return, ſhe embarked on board a ſmall 
veſſel for Dieppe, and arrived ſafely 

at the chateau de 6. —. in ten days 
aſter her departure from London. 


3 7 1 * 
A 98 
8 an 


. Penſive 


* 1 
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|. Penfive and dejected; ſhe now re- 
tired from the world, and ſhrunk with 
horror from the retroſpection of her 1 ; 1 
late conduct. Duplicity had blotted —: 
5 che unſullied purity of her ſoul. She 
had deſtroyed the peace of the in- 
nocent Clara, and perhaps deeply 
wounded the heart of Strickland. _ 
The idea was inſupportable : ſhe had 
violated the laws of ſociety, and Te 
though not thoſe of fri and impartial „ 
juſtice, ſne had by ſo doing expoſed 50 
her character to the mercileſs Tepre- 
ſentation of diſappointed avarice and 7 
irritated pride, by her flight from Mr. + OY = 
. tis the yacanph}.  _ *Þ 
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ed to return to England, and perform 
her agreement with him; to reſtore to 
Strickland the amiable object her 
jealouſy had robbed him of: but 
ſhame, and perhaps an emotion more 
tender, prevented her from putting 
this deſign in execution 


While ſtruggling with a conflict ſo 

- painful, ſhe was compelled to aſſume 
an air of chearfulneſs, left ſhe ſhould 
* betray to her ſiſter her indiſcreet pro- 
miſe to Mr. Seymour, -or her more 
flagrant breach of fidelity with regard 
to Strickland, But fruitleſs was the 
attempt o ſooth the ſorrows of that 

1 5 lovely 
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lovely ſufferer: her delicate ſenſibility 
forbore any reference to the paſt. She 
affected an air of gaiety before the 

Counteſs, but her health and ſpirits 
gradually decayed, and of the ſpright- 
1y Clara, remained only a fragil form, 
and a heart penetrated with grief, and 5 4 
| finking beneath its diſappointments. 
Reſolved to endure with fortitude the 
frowns of fortune, ſhe readily entered 
into the purſuits of Roſa, who, reſt- 
| leſs at home, fought adventures . 
abroad. The wide field of une 7 
*© rupted nature is before us, my 
* ſiſter,” (would ſhe ſay) © let us ex- 


« plore its path, and philoſophically 
8 ſmile 


? 


1 


* 
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« ſmile at the untoward incidents of 8 


«<q life. My 


” One fine morning, in the beginning | 
8 ſummer, our beauteous ſiſters ſtroll- 
cd towards a little copſe, where they 
were informed an old man reſided, 
With all the ſelf-denial and auſterity 
of an anchorite. « Who knows, 
cried Roſa (as they walked) © but this 
« moraliſt may teach us to bear with 
1 compoſure our mutual ſorrow.” 
XC "The hopeleſs Clara ſighed, and they 
* f : continued their way. They had 
ſcarce advanced twenty paces in the 
wood, ere they heard the voice of 
WT” -*. « the 


6 7 F 


. 


ROSA pz MONTMORIEN; 4% 
the hermit and another gentleman. 
Through the branches of the trees 
they had a faint glimpſe of them; 
and, actuated by that feminine paſſion 
curioſity, ſeated themſelves on a bank, 
and attentively liſtened to the con- 
verſation. % l fin U 


| 2 . . p I 
ö 5 6 Hd e | 2 


Tou are diſcomforted, young 
%“ man,” (ſaid the venerable precep- 
tor) © becauſe your life has been 
© chequered with evil, and embitter- 
« ed by diſappointment : Subdued 
« by ſorrows, you fit down deſpon- 
e dent, and contemn conſolation for 


« want of reſolution to ſeek it. 
3 ce Alas yy 


3 ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN, 
Alas l' replied: the other, my 
pes are annihilated, and my pur- 


feited, and the chain of ſympathy, 
«which linked me to ſociety, broken. 
My enfeebled faculties no medi- 
* cine can reſtore; no comfort lull 
e the clamours of my miſeries to 
Ceaſe, ſon,” returned the her- 
mit, g to arraign the wiſdona of 
& omniſcience; ceaſe to ſin againſt 
« the. goodneſs of Providence: Look 
0 on the ſcenes around you, and be 
« convinced. how fallacious are your 
8 & argu- 
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* arguments, how idle. your deſpair. 
« Behold the embryo bloſſoms burſt- 
« ing into day: See every herb, in- 
« yigorated by the friendly dew-drops 
« of evening, gliſten in the rays of 
« yon luminous orb, and with rene w- 
© ed verdure ſpring o'er the ena- 
« melled mead. Liſten to the wing- 
© ed choir, who ſwell the pæans of 
s the Being that calls forth their pow- 
te ers, and tell me, if he who bids the 


«© face of creation wear this chearful. _ 


e aſpect, cannot reſtore content to 


o . r p 
: Ss 4 


your boſom?“ 
The ſtranger hid his face in his 
' $2: Ts 
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— and the anchoret pro- 


80808 . like the dune drops 
"60 | pebich form the iris bow, 1s beheld 
glowing in vivid charms, or ſom- 
< bred. by gloom, as regarded thro' 
1 the medium of candid impartiality, 
* or obliquely ſhaded by prejudice. 
< Its wants are intrinſically few, its 
 * evils remote, and generally incurred 
e by our own vanities and impetu- 
« ofity. I have ranged through its 
« brighteſt ſcenes—I have exulted in 

« the ſmiles of a ned and toiled 

« with the abject peaſants—T have 
| « purſued 
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« purſued coy ſcience through the 
" deviating paths of ſcholaſtic ſyſ- 
« tems] have followed her by the 
« theory of ſophiſts, and found her in 
« the tracts of nature—I have taſted 
c affluence, and ſubſiſted on alms—T 
© have been pampered with luxuries, 
« and fed on the roots of the earth. 
ce Happineſs, my ſon, is a vain ſearch; 
« 'tis not to be found, but imagina- 1 
« tion ſupplies it.— To bear, without 
c repining, the ts of life, 1 18 literally 


= ee 


The ſtranger was ſilent; an eglan= 
tine had extended its luxuriant bran- 


Sy -: ches, | 
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ches, and he plucked the bloſſoms, 
and thoughtleſsly cropt its leaves. As 
they. fell to the ground, he fighed.— 
Mark, ſaid the hermit, the con- 
. viction which abounds in the moſt 
* trivial objects : yon flower attracted 
1 your hand, and you eaſily attained 
C it—yet ſcarce had your eyes dwelt 
tt on its beauties, ere you wantonly 
« deſtroyed the charms which you 
< admired.—Thus ardent in ſome 
* equally puerile purſuits, your care- 
« leffneſs has forfeited in your folly 
« the end of your ſearch:—Learn, 
youth, to correct and ſubdue thy 
* paſſions. To cool deliberate rea- 


« ſon 
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35 
« ſon, every thing is attainable: She 
« will teach thee to value life juſtly, 
« and deſpiſe its vanities. 


The ſtranger raiſed his voice ; © My 
« father!” ſaid he, « experience has 
made thee wiſe, and- affliction 
taught | thee fortitude. Age, with 
40 torpid hand, has blunted thy ſen- 
« ſibility, and cold ſtoiciſm breathes 
* in thy didacted opinions: but 

% could you, in the animated ſeaſon 
„of youth, when benevolence and 
friendſhip dilate the heart; and ſoft 


affection harmonizes. our jarring 


* 


« 


c 


=! 


natures, could'ſt thou then ſternly 
E 4 « repel 
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« repel the rifing emotions of anguiſh, 
« or forbid the hoarſe accine of care 
9 90 intrude on thy repoſe ? Could'ſt 
« thou check the fancy's towering 
* flight, or reſtrain the paſſions in 
r their full force? Could'ſt thou defy 
the malevolence of fortune, or ſay 
« to thine aſſaulter, I am not vulne- 
Y rable? * 


I The anchoret © wept. « Early, 
child of ſorrow,” faid he, © I was 
taught the leſſon of rigid deſtiny; 
yet time hath not yet ſeared its 
'« wounds, nor age obliterated its 

| | poignancy, 
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« poignancy. Hear then my words 
"7 with attention, and profit by the 


* viciſſitudes I have known. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
AN EPISODE. 


ROM a crowned head my 
family derived their ſplen- 


cc 
* dor: and from the ancient barons 
of Montfort, their riches: From 
« generals who depopulated provin- 
ces, I inherit my courage ; and 
« from ſtateſmen who controuled 


8 . my ambition: From mitred 


« prelates 


ROSA DR MO od; 
« prelates who wielded arms, my 
pride: and from ladies Who 
* captivated princes, and enſlaved 


« knights, my vanity and my eaprice. 

* An aſſemblage of grandeur, power, 
« birth, beauty, and riches, illuſtrated 

« my anceſtry 3 and through devious 
« poſterities tranſmitted me the 
1 Farldom, of Carlemant and the 
Principality of ———. If expe- 


_ rience could have named. or coun- 
« ſel. retarded my views of aggran- 

« dizing my. family, I had now been | 
« bleſt ag the: father of my eps 
not reviled as a deſpot. In the 
© wars of Edward the third, the 


ce premature 
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premature end of my great grand. 
fire might have taught me the 
e inutility of arrogating a title by 
« which law was diſregarded and 
* the line of ſucceſſion annulled. If 
ve the untimely deceaſe of my uncle, 
« who was inſtrumental to the mar- 
« tyrdom of Charles, could have re- 
* ſtrained me from meddling with 
« party difputes, I had eſcaped a 
. year's confinement in the Baſtile: 
* but neither retroſpection or cau- 
« tion I heeded—and I fell a victim 
« to ungoverned avarice, and an un- 


dc ſatiable love of power. 
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„As ſoon as 1 was capable of 
« aſſuming the reins of government, 
« ] repaired to the court — 
« whither, as a tributary of the em- 


« pire, it was neceſſary I ſhould go. 


Careſſed by the ſovereign, and 
4 flattered by his nobles, I fancied 
« the higheſt dignities within my 


« graſp; and dazzled by the blaze of 
a: Majeſty, I afpired to the grand 
— to which end 1 


% dutchy of 


« aſſerted a claim in right of my 


mother, who was lineally deſcended 


from the founder of that family. 


In vain did Gonzales (a faithful 


c miniſter 


„ ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. ' 

2 miniſter of my father's) repreſent 
to me the folly of u rging a plea, not 
«. only abſolute, but unjuſt; in vain 
* point out the devaſtation which 
cc menaced my dominions from the 
e potent reſentment of the reigning | 
« Duke. I obſtinately perfiſted: in 
te petitioning: the King to aſſiſt me 


« in my enterprize, and levied in my 
* principality a numerous army, and 
« made every preparation for war. 
© Inured to a habit of luxury, I had 
« neglected every uſeful ſtudy, and 


« ſpent my time in the company of 


e the ladies and the nobility of my 
«'diffolute court. To military diſ- 
+ 8 5 cipline | 
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„ cipline I was an utter firanger 
« myſelf—l therefore-committed the 
« command-of my troops to a young | 


“ man, whoſe martial air and in- 


ſinuating manners had gained ſome 


« ſmall portion of eſteem with the 
ce populace. 


* In every ſuperfluous appendage 


„of royalty 1 delighted. I laviſhed 
= millions on my paraſites and fa- 


« vourites, and by living in more 


* chan modern Aſiatic /olender at the 
« court of the King of ——, I had 


* nearly exhauſted my treaſu re. That 
great monarch, who clearly ſaw the 
« ridl- 


= 
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 « ridiculous tendency. of my views, 
in friendly terms exhorted me to 
125 abandon ſo dangerous a ſcheme, 
and poſitively refuſed to aid che 
attempt. 
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« Reſolved to purſue my wiſhes, 


A *** 


« and furious from the reſiſtance it 
« met with, I gave orders to my 
«* officers to aſſeſs a third part of the 
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4 
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13 
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«" property of my ſubjects in conſe- 


r 


_« quence of which extortion, they 

«' rebelled; and while my troops were 

* ar in aueh the inſur- 

;* 1 _ head of a gallant foldiery (leſs 
„ | | cc fea. 
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*- formidable from their numbers 
than their diſcipline) into my do- 
« minions, and without oppoſition 
« reached my capital.—The pegple 
* flocked to his ſtandard, and my 
troops, undiſciplined and ill paid, 
* deſerted their colours, and, without 5 ; 
* a ſingle blow, ſubmitted to the | 
* victor.—Myſelf was taken priſoner, = 


« with my. wife and two children; 


ay and carried into where we 3 


« were however treated with reſpect. 
"A ſtipulated ſum was allotted me 
for my ſubſiſtence, and being com- 
« pelled to ratify the ſurrender of my 
« territories, by ſigning a definitive | 

Vor. II. F e treaty, 


ö 
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4 treaty, 1 was n to leurs 


c 1 + ; 
. N 
1 ” g N * 


.« With more than a competence, 1 

4 ſet out with my family for Paris, 
« where T plunged into every ſcene 
« of diſſipation that city afforded. 
E In all cabals 1 was the head; and in 
the late memorable tranſaction of 
« the Court and Cardinal, took ſo ac- 
« tive a part, as to be neceſſitated to 
leave the kingdom. But juſtice, | 
« which is ſometimes, however ſel- 
% dom, adminiſtered by kings, pre- 
we wvailed ; - and the man whoſe chief 
* crime was * * of philanthropy : 
3 . 


* * 
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«© and Apia revived his liberty, 
* and the applauſe his conduct had 


te ever ſo richly merited—Puniſh- 
“ ment was inflicted on the guilty 


ce only, and I returned to Paris, after 


« having in Lombardy toiled in the 
fields diſguiſed as a day-labou rer, 


and in a remote part of Bulgaria 


« ſubſiſted on the charity. of its in- 
« habitants and the n of the 


ind 2 
- F 
cc | jo» I * * 
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pride, and reflection taught me 
vwiſdom-and after two years ab- 


F ence" from that clogs I returned, | 
1 * reſolved | 


# 


. 


— * 
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« reſolved to devote the remainder | 
[|| « of my life to ſcientific purſuits ;— 
| b but, wearied with the pedantic diſ- - 
| putes of the learned, and wanting 
c intereſt to introduce myſelf to the 
notice of I Academie Royale: 1 
© renounced my deſign of giving my 
* works to the world. When I was 
t preſented by the Compte de R 
c to his illuſtrious patron the Duke 

« de R, with him I found ſome 
« favour; for, with a goodneſs un- 
* paralleled, he ſuffered me to pane- 
* gyricize him in a dedication of a 
E piece he did not even know the 
* tenor of: — nay, the diſcoveries it 
. et exem- 


ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. 8 6 | 
« exemplified in the ſyſtem of attrac= 
« tion, he could never be made 
* 2 comprehend. The Duke was a 
cc wan of pleaſure, and had my writ- 


A 


« ings conſiſted. of romances and 


* lampoons, he would doubtleſs have 
« befriended me but had I found 
out the longitude, he would have 
cc d iſregarded it as a trifle beneath his 
« notice.—Here, however, I had the 


« advantage of an excellent library, . 


« where the choiceſt authors ſtood 
„ unmoleſted on their ſhelves; and 
« were only admired for the. beauty 
« of their binding, the moſt material 
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« point in the e of a fine gen- 


c tleman. 3 « $8 e . 


till, one night, returning to my 
_ * houſe, I perceived two gentlemen 


« warmly diſputing at the corner of 


ja Rue St. Honore, and who drew 


* gn each other. 1 attempted to pre- 
« vent miſchief, but in the ſcuffle 
«was wounded. The one was left 
«dead on the ſpot, while I, faint from 


« Joſs of blood, remaining near the 


e body, was ſecured by the officers of 


the Police, and committed to the 
” Baſtile, where,” being recognized as 


« the 


| 
S 


4 
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« the author of ſome ſmart epigrams, 
«] was, by order of the miniſter, Ds 
« retained as a fate priſoner: but 
heaven, whoſe peculiar care is in- 
«« nocence, diſtreſſed by a ſingular 


* 


exertion of humanity, acquitted me 


4 3 


« of the murder. 


* 


P « A young ſurgeon, who had been | 
« ſent by the real aſſaſſin to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his unfortunate anta- 1 


* 


* 


* 


« goniſt, was preſent at my departure 
« for the Baſtile, and kindly ſolicited 
* permiſſion to attend me in priſon, 
« anddreſs qe wound I had received * 
* from th combatants. To him 1 LY 
| +. Þ 4a- © ms 
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< related my adventures; and with 


| V | | 
< unremitting zeal he attended the 


< miniſters, till, wearied by his per- 
* ſeverance, the porter admitted him 
« to the ſecretary, the ſecretary to 


his lordſhip, to whom he explained 


my caſe, and pleaded fo ſucceſs- 
fully as to obtain my releaſe. My 
« liberator was a youth of family, 


but poſſeſſed a very narrow income, 


which the emoluments of his pro- 


« feſſion did not conſiderably aug- 
« ment: I however, by giving him 
a gilt chariot, and equipping him 


« en petit: maiire, gave him ſome : 
25 ts with the ladies, and 


f awards 


— 


. 


ce 
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i” afterwards: beſtowed on him my 


1 


e 


FE; 


te 


ce 


cc 


cc 
| cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


eldeſt | daughter. My wife ſoon 
© after died, and my youngeſt 1 
retired to a convent. 


« I paſſed ſome years in Paris, till, 


diſguſted with the levities of the 


great—the arrogance of the learn- 


ed and the pertinacity of the ig- 


norant, 1 ſought this cell, where, 


ſecluded from the world, I mean | 


to paſs the remnant of my days in 


innocence and tranquillity. After 


a minute ſurvey of the events of . 
my life, I ſee not an eſſential evil 


which prudence might not have 


5 ä 


5 


. 


thou 


peace may ſtill crown, 


and 


thyſelf, 


- « and content exhilerate thy droop- 


* 


tly into 


igen 


il 
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IAN INTERESTING EVENT. 


— 


HE narrative of the anchoret 
had wholly engaged the con- 
e mind of the Counteſs, "0 


while the image of the ſtranger re- 
mained indelibly impreſſed on the | 
ſickening fancy of Clara. A certain 4 b 
predilection in his form, ſhe nou- i 
riſhed with fondneſs, till his pre- 
„ 


© 


76 ROSA yz MONTMORIEN. 


ſence (in her opinion) became ne- 


= , 


ceſſary to her peace. The Counteſs 
no longer was the confidante of her 
- boſom ſecrets : experience had prov- 
ed her unworthy the truſt. Con- 
fined to the narrow limits of her own 
heart, the intention of viſiting the 
anchoret (or rather /eeking the ſtranger) 
reſted unexecuted ſome weeks, du- 
ring which Roſa, though ſhe expati- 
e ide biker) er che Sers 


ſtudiouſly avoided naming the un- 
Known companion. Her impenetrable 
ſilence ſerved only more forcibly to 


excite the curioſity of Clara, who one 
evening reſolved to ſteal out from the 
EX: |. . 
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caſtle and viſit the venerable Earl of 


Carelmon r. 

| We have already obſerved her 
beauties were faded, and the lively 
bloom of her countenance ſucceeded 
by a deadly paleneſs. Her lovely 
but fragil form ſhivered in the cool 


breeze, as ſhe glided through the 


avenue. A veil of azure coloured 
gauze at once ſhaded her from the 


obſervation of paſſengers, and con- 


cealed her luxuriant treſſes, which 


flowed: wantonly o'er her ſhoulders. 


With ſteps light as air ſhe darted 
through the entrance of the wood, 


and 
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and eagerly demanded of an old man 
(who reſided near the cave) whether 
the anchoret was ſtill there. He in- 
formed her the hermit had been ab- 
ſent ſome days, and that a gentleman 
had alſo enquired for him. 5 


Chagrined at his abſence, Clara 
Usas haſtily returning, when paſſing 
through a narrow cloſe, o'er which 
ſome briars hung and obſtructed the 
way, her progreſs was impeded by a 
branch chat had entangled itſelf in 
her auburn locks, which had eſcaped 
the flimſy confinement of her veil : it 
was an artleſs emblem of the ſituation 
of 


ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN.' 7 
of her heart, as thoughtleſsly-enſaar- 

as the lucent ringlet, that wafted 
by the zephyrs was twined round the 
bough. The reflection afflicted her. 
A tear fell as ſhe liberated: the ſport- 
ive captive, and ſhe ſtood dejectedly 
muſing on this little incident, with 
eyes bent on earth, and her head re- 
clined like the mountain lily droop- 
ing beneath the liquid preſſure of the 
morning dew, when the ſtranger 
advanced from the other ſide of the 
wood, and was attentively regarding 
the object before him. His preſence | 
recalled her wandering ideas, and ſhe 
continued her way with quicker pace. 
| „ 
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Scarcely could the aſtoniſned ſtran- 


ger believe his viſion: The fair phan- 


tom (for ſuch ſne appeared, rather 


than a child of mortality) walked 
haſtily on: he followed at a reſpect- 
ful diſtance, till ſhe arrived at the 
caſtle, where ſhe entered unperceived 
by the domeſtics, and delighted by 
| the knowledge of the ſtranger's being 


at laſt acquainted with her abode. 


Tue anxious breaſt fondly embraces 


the fainteſt ſhadow of hope; ; and this 
” circumſtance, however trivial in it- 
ſelf, amuſed her thoughts. Fancy, 
that. volatile goddeſs, whoſe elaſtic 


* 2 a 1 5 
N | wing 
V : 
* ” 
* 


ROSA ve MONTMORIEN. 81 


wing out-ſoars ſpace and probability, 


painted a thouſand romantic proſpe&ts 


of ideal happineſs, and deluſively lulled 
her real ſorrows to reſt.— Clara found 
new charms in ſolitude, and ſpent her 
time, if not chearfully, unalloyed by 
that deep regret which had ſo lately 
embittered each ſlow-paced hour. 
The gardens of | the chateau were 
ſpacious and beautiful. On the eaſt 
ſide (next the wood) was a temple 


of magnificent ſtructure, and adorned 


with paintings from the Heathen 
Mythology, executed by the moſt 
eminent artiſts. To this ſpot ſhe 
frequently retired. The Counteſs 
Vor. II. "ip avoided 


— 3 
— — — 


— — — —̃ — — — 3 — 4 © 
. = _ GG RE EE LESS. ——— — — — 
=. ——_— * 
— — — rr 5 . 


— — 
= . nary 
- - IP TIE IINEFILITL. > > x CAC xo Iwo. * 
1 — pa ar * 5 e, Sy 8 n n ns Ko 


TC —=i of 
ds 


4 — 


w_ 1 
— 22 


. 9 
— S * 2 — 3 — 2 — . ̃ ̃ 
a - — — 
1 bo 8 — . * 0 — — 0 : . N l A — rr ä 
1 — 1 : \ 1 * 1 * 7 = __ $ rr _ K . 1 l i * — = 
\ — 8 3 bag * = 5 n= : l one — 4 * big. As 5 8 — % "5 8 1 . 2 8 " " = CRE 
18 8 8 % 1. n N E - —_ 8 Nr os ny Ta tk. 
* 4 N * Fe l * I + h 7 98 7 by TY. 7 4 iy —_— 7 = \ i 
RUGS PTE IO CTY 3 "0 EET n de we 4 * 48 « REL at > 1 = 
= + * 9 40435 —— — UT TANG j „ * , . _ 3 5 1 | ; o 
RS i oF —— 5 by 4 N — * 4 g - l NN py 5 ONSET. a EP * N . —C 
a 5 - N 2 * — * * * — * = vv * 1 482 J . 2 4 A 6 * Wor — * * N = 2 
n £ ow >: IT * "A — p by * a 75 7 n * n : 3 q PIG * —— — — — We - — — - 
— — L rr — — 3 2 1 1 — " , N p y 
- oy CEA oe 099 4+; K — ET I ** — * * 
y y * — 2 
, * 8 . a 


ry * 4 : a 2 
FF 
r 5 . 1 we . 


= — 


NIC: 
rr 
= —_— =_ 

54 can 

= 3 
——— 

3 


— 
r 


- = A —_— = 
——— 
7 


82 ROSA ve MONTMORIEN. 
avoided her ſociety, (ſo true is it that 


the preſence of the injured is ever a 


tacit reproof to the guilty) and di- 
verted herſelf in her cloſet, or in 
viſiting the . in the envi- 
Tons. 


One evening, while Clara was in 


Her beloved temple liſtening to the 


meladious warblings of plaintive Phi- 
lomel, a ſuperb equipage arrived at 


the caſlle, and, in a few minutes, 2 


ſervant requeſted her to. attend the 
Counteſs in the ſaloon. She readily j 
followed the meſſenger ; but what | 


f was her — on entering, to be- 


hold 


\F 
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hold Mr. Seymour and the long | loſt ; 
Strickland, ſupporting the Counteſs, - 
who was drowned in tears. Clara 


ſhricked and fainted. (Leaving Roſa 


to the care of Lionel) Strickland 


flew to her aſſiſtance, and i in the agony. : 

of apprehenſive ſuſpence, with dif- e 
f culty refrained from reproaching | 

the forlorn Counteſs, as the cauſe of | 

her ſiſter's afflictions. Clara, however, 


wich proper attention, revived, and 


artleſsly expreſſed her joy on behold- 


ing him again. She was interrupted 
by the Counteſs, who, taking her hand, 
and that of Strickland's, ſaid, in a 
voice broken and feeble, ee © Behold, 
* y « my-- 
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muy ſiſter, your lover reſtored to you. 
Receive, dear Strickland, the bleſſ- 
ing I have ſo long unjuſtly with- 
« held from you.” Then, turning 
to Lionel, and heſitatingly looking at 


BE Strickland, «c you wiſh it ; you coun- 


«c fel me to act ſo; and I am ready, 


« Mr. Seymour, to perform my pro- 


« miſe.” Her ſpeech failed ; ſhe 


reclined on the boſom of Clara, and 


wept. 


Strickland had too recently ſmart- 
ed from her conduct, to feel much 
regret at the ſacrifice ſhe made. He 
was grateful for the intereſt ſhe had 


III 
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in his ſafety; but her ſubſequent 


actions had evinced, paſſion, rather 


than benevolence, dictated the deed : 


nor could he, without reſentment, | 


view the faded form of Clara, who 


| apparently felt no ſatisfaction in her 


ſiſter's conſent to their union. —She, 
indeed, recollected with horror her 
precipitate vow ; nor could her affec- 
tion for Strickland ſurmount ſo fatal 
an obſtacle. 

Mr. Seymour, amid this ſcene, was 


alone calm and unconcerned. His 


eye ranged o'er the rich furniture, the 


extenſive grounds, and filently calcu- 
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lated the revenues of the Counteſs, in 


dear Clara,” faid the, as ſhe paſſed 
ber, „and 1 ceaſe to repine. “ We 
* ſhall be happy,” echoed Strickland, 
and threw himſelf at the feet of the 
| veer fiſter of Montmorien. ©, No, 


preference to attempting, by unavail.. 
ing arguments, to. ſooth her grief, 
which gradually ſubſided; and with 

an air of dignity and reſignation, ſhe 


welcomed her gueſts, and prepared to 


entertain them: „Du will be happy, 


cc Strickland, as returned ſhe, * be- 


r tween us -thire is an inſuperable 
"00 bar: I have vowed never to be 


* wem; and the ſacred promiſe is 
_« pledged 


ROSA be MONTMORIEN. 35 
« pledged in the ſight of heaven, 


ec andenrolled in the records of fate. 


* The Counteſs abſolves you,” re- 
plied the diſtreſſed lover; * it is null 
and void by her conſent.” —* True, 
eried Clara, but my hear! feels its 
« validity, and muſt ever tenaciouſly 
« adhere to its performance.” —In 
vain did Seymour and Roſa per- 
ſuade her to renounce her ſeruples: 
ſhe remained. inflexible, nor could 
the eloquence of Strickland ſhake | 
her reſolution. I will ever be your 
friend,“ ſaid Clara; © but I can 
never be your wife: and thus, 
with mutual profeſſions of —_— TY 
G 4 theſe © 
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ail affectionate noun 50 5 


the argument. 


Mr. Seymour was vexed at the 
obſtinate perſeverance of Clara. He 


wiſhed the marriage of Strickland to 
take place, and conſidered it as the 
only means of enſuring to him the 
8 regard of the Counteſs.— Diſappoint- 


ed therefore in this inſtance, he 
preſſed a ſpecdy ſolemnization of his 


nuptials with Roſa, and the next 
morning was reluZantly agreed to by 


the Counteſs for their. celebration. 


That unfortunate woman rallied her 
1 ſpirits, determined to ex- 


; | - $4 — 125 | plate 


| ROSA Dr MONTMORIEN. 3 
Piate her former indiſcretion by con- 
fiſtently demeaning herſelf on this 
painful occaſion. She therefore, with 
an appearance of fortitude, met him 
in the chapel, where the ceremony 
was performed by an old Prieſt of 
the family; and Seymour received 
from the hand of Strickland this ſelf- 
devoted victim. When it was end- 
ed, Lady Seymour begged permiſſion 
to retire. The place bad recalled 1 
an innumerable train of dreadful re- 
collections. It was here ſne had 


groaned o'er the martyred Louvais: 


here the impetuous Montmorien was 


interred: and here the adored Strick- 5 En 
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land had beſtowed ber on the man, 
of alt others, leaſt worthy fo valuable 


. 


agile. rn 


— 


It was reſolved they ſhould, che 
following day, leave this gloomy 


habitation and return to Paris. The 
imagination of Clara, delighted with 


the friendſbip of Strickland, formed a 


'thouſand halcyon ſchemes. Her vi- 
vacity returned, and a gleam of hap- 
pineſs reanimated her countenance.— 
The domeſtics were not a little aſto- 


niſhed at this rapid ſucceſſion of 


events; but they had not leiſure to 


diſcuſs them with Egbert, who. alone 8 
22 5 was 


| ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. | gt | 
was capable of explaining them, by 
reaſon of their preparation for the 
intended journey. Fhe Counteſs and 
Clara embraced the good La Ber- 
trande with filial tenderneſs.— The 
faithful Governante, whoſe declining 
health rendered her unequal to ac- 
corpanying them, parted with her 
pupils with the deepeſt demonſtra- 
tions of ſorrow. On their way, Lady 
Seymour expreſſed her ſurpriſe at 


their diſcovery of her retreat, and _ 


requeſted the particulars of their ad- 
ventures fince her departure from 
London. Mr. Seymour referred her 


to ee who proceeded to ſa- 
| tisfy . 
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8 tisfy her e by relating them as 
follows: 


Mr. Seymour diſcovering to me 
your real character, at once, Ma- 


* 


La 


dam, ſolved the ſeeming myſtery of 


* Lady Clara's. concealment, and the 


motive which prompted your re- 


* turn to France. We mutually ſuſ- 
« pected you would immediately viſit 
« this. kingdom, and inſtantly croſſed 


« the channel, in order to intercept 


you at Calais, where we naturally 
% concluded you would diſembark. 


After waiting ſome days in fruit- 
« leſs expectation of your arrival, we 
1 


e 
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« 


ſet out for Paris, not doubting but 
« we ſhould gain ſome intelligence 
« of you from your friends in that 
te capital; but reſearches were in- 
* effectual, and we therefore thought 
eit more eli gible to travel through 
the country; but this deſign was 
ce protracted by Mr. Seymour's ac- 
« Cidentally meeting ſome Engliſh 
* acquaintance, who earneſtly en- 
« treated him to ſtay. ſome time with 
< them, as they were ſtrangers in 
cc France, —Anxious to recover the 
« loft poſſeſſor of my heart, whom 1 
« conſidered as - forcibly” detained 
from me, I departed alone for 


as Or leans; | 


„„ ROSA ps MONTMOREIN. 
Orleans, from whence I continued 


« my r through irregular roads | 


© to , where the perturbation 
_« of my . and the exceſſive 
« fatigue I had undergone, wrought 
« ſo unfavourable an effect on my 
« health, as to confine | me to my 
« chamber for a month. — On my 
recovery, the fame of the anchoret 
« excited my curiolity ; and in order 
0 facilitate an acquaintance with 
% him, I retired to a farm-houſe in 
« the vicinity of the wood, where I 
again enjoyed the unſpeakable feli- 
« city of beholding my beloved Clara. 


S Agreeable to my promiſe to Mr. 
h <1, 0 N. Seymour, 


+ 


7 
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" * Seymou r, I poſtponed via you 
« till 1 had wrote him an account of 


« your ſituation, and conjured him 
immediately to ſpeed to 


oy od 


« Fearful of a ſecond removal of 


% Lady lara, I declined making 
« myſelf known, or availing myſelf 
of the diſcovery, till Mr, en 


ve mould arrive.“ 


« T admire your fidelity to your 
e friend,” interrupted the Counteſs; 
« but you muſt not imagine your 


« diſguiſe had eſcaped my penetra- 


« tion. No, Strickland, I knew you, 


« however altered by grief and de- 
© bilitated 
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« bilitated by ſickneſs. A ſecret ſym- 
© pathy. proclaimed your preſence, 
e and it was with pain I reſtrained 
_ <<: my" feelings, while I liſtened to 
«* your diſcourſe with the anchoret.— 
Pardon me, gentle Clara,” reſum- 
ed Roſa, (obſerving ſhe looked amaz- 
ed at this declaration) “ if a womaniſh 
_« jealouſy prevented my acquainting 
« you with a circumſtance ſo inte- 
« reſting.” Mademoiſelle de Mont- 
morien aſſured her ſhe forgave her, 
and they chearfully travelled on to 
Paris, where they took up their abode 
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in the hotel d' Angleterre. 
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HEY retired early to reſt, and 
the next morning viſited the. 


ſpectacles moſt worthy obſervation 
in that city. On their return to din- 
ner, they were informed ſome Britiſh 
travellers deſired to be introduced to 
them. — As ſoon therefore as the de- 
ſert was removed, they were uſhered 
in by Monſieur de Cabulis (the Maitre 
Vor. II. R d' Hotel). 


"Is, 


„ . ROSA vs ; MOd TMORIEN. 
d' Hotel). To the aſtoniſhment af 
Lady Seymour, ſhe beheld Miſs Staple 


and her mamma, the brother and his 


lady, with two other gentlemen, enter, 
and familiarly accoſt Mr. Seymour.— 
Fortunately Miſs Maria had not the 
leaſt recognition of de Beaufort in 
the 3 of the Counteſs, dc res 
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equipped to e a la Hun- 
coiſe, as was Mr. Dudley and his 
bride, who, ſhe informed them, had 
propoſed this tour: and I realy 
” adopted the plan,” whiſpered the 


05m Maria, © as I wiſhed to ace 
; 4 | | £20 . * A 5 quire 
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« quire that becoming nonchalance a 
« long reſidence. a F can _ 


+ 


15 * give.“ 
The gentlemen ſoon entered into 
—— and formed an z agree- 
able relief to the melancholy Sone 
and Strickland, who were mutually 


chagrined at the occurences of the 
caſtle. Commodore Nevil, who was | 


uncle 'to Mrs. Dudley Staple, was an 


honeſt, blunt ſeaman, who, by dint of 


mere merit and perſeverance, obtained 


a broad pennant, and by the Fortune 
de la guerre acquired a conſiderable 


ſum of money, which he was willing 


V 


\ 0 


10 ROSA pz MONTMORIEN. 
to ſpend in the ſociety of his friends. 
He was a man of good natural abili- 
ties, but his education had been chief- 
J reſtricted to a knowledge of naval 
tactics, and his manners rough as the 
tempeſtuous element on which he had 
paſſed the greateſt part of his life. 
He poſſeſſed ſufficient diſcrimination 
to deſpiſe the frivolity of Miſs Staple, 
and hoped to preſerve Mrs. Dudley 
from the contagion of levity and af- 
ſectation.— His nephew, juſt libe- 
rated from the confinement of a ſcho- 
laſtic life, was a petit petit in his 
dreſs, and a pedant in his expreſſion : 
a ſuperficial ns ae with the 
| ſciences 
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ſciences had given him an arrogance = 
of opinion; and a faint knowledge of 


the manners. of polite circles, an 
aſſumption of taſte and elegance, 
which only ſerved to render the ſhal- 
lowneſs of his underſtanding and his 
ignorance of the world more con- 
if picuous.—The legerete of the French 
Nobleſſe had. incited him to deſpiſe 
the /itle folid learning he poſſeſſed. 
In company therefore he conſtantly 5 
ridiculed the idea of mental erudition, 5 
while in private he arrogated a ſupe- 
riority over the reſt of his family on 5 
the ſtrength of a claſſical education. 
Such companions were by no means 
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fuired to the humour of the Com- 


— modore, who, without any ceremony, 
openly expreſſed his diſapprobation 


of their ollies, and brought with 
him, by way 4 relief to the party, a 
Highlander of family, (Mr. Macleod) 


who had formerly been his chaplain 


on board. This gentleman, to a com- 
pendious ſtudy of the moſt important 
ſubjects, joined a happy talent for 
converſation, and a faſhionable plix- 


bility of opinion, 


Pleaſed to loſe in ſociety the me- 
mory of 'the paſt, and fearful of ſuf- 


pprehenſions 
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to dive into futurity, Lady Seymour 
kept up the diſcourſe with vivacity 
even Clara partook of the. general 


| hilarity, and care feemed awhile to be 


baniſhed from the hearts of our ad- 


venturers.—After having diſcuſſed 
the various amuſements, & e. which 
Paris afforded, they inſenſibly entered 


on the policy of the French cabinet. 


The Commodore, with the genurue 


prove it infinitely inferior to aur owt, 


and laughed at their attempting to 


rival us in our naval force. Mr. Sey- 
ſince the failure of the Earl's exer- 
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204 ROSA ps MONTMORIEN. 
- tions with the Premier in his favour, 
of no party, pleaſed with neither whig 
nor tory, but reviled, indiſcriminately, 
the conſtitution, its ſupporters and 
opponents, and was continually pre- 
dicting ſome dreadful calamity to the 
realm) —and concluded the arguments 
he advanced i in defence of his ſyſtem, 
by aſſerting, another century would 
ſeee the Britiſn crown totally deſpoiled 
of its tranſmarine dominions. ee Tis 
: « falſe,” cried the Commodore; © are 
« not our oaks and tars an invincible 
« ſecurity ? Did theſe Monſieurs ever 
. withſtand the arms of Britain? A 
* * of ene ſparks, who 
025 . « do'nt 


1 


*%. 
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* dont know what ſervice i is; fellows 
| « | that a north wind would confine to 


« their cabins. Hark ye, friend, * 


e know the navy, and give us una- 


« nimity with our miniſters at home, 


« and we'll truſt to our fleets and 


'« armies for the defence of our 


« ſeltlemenis abroad.” 


At the moment Mr. Seymour was 


Preparing to reply, Count Marcaſſin 


was announced, who humbly begged 


permiſſion to pay his devoits to Miſs 


Staple. © The ſweeteſt creature in 


e the world, . ſaid ſhe in a low voice 


to Clara ; © the "_ ſtandard of taſte 
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* ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. 
te in the Pariſian circles. ** 
the Count, bowing very low at W. * 
ſtep, and diſperſing a cloud of Mare. 
- chal powder at each inclination” of 
| his head. Charming fellow, cried 
Miſs Staple to Clara; © don't you 
& admire him?“ —< Admire him,” 


repeated Nevil with a ſneer; © no, 
„ who the d-v-l ſhould like ſuch a 
„ popinjay?” | The Count under- 
ſtood Engliſh, and after eying the 
Commodore contemptuoully, 
claimed, Quel bere l. and ſauntered 
round to pay his compliments to 
Miſs Staple: © I have been perfectly 
« miſerable not to have had it in my 
1 | 5 * power 
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** power to ſee” you this morning ; 


but ſome Meſſieurs Anglois have 


3 detained me on a fiſhing party thus 


* long from mon adorable Mifs 


* Staple.” Maria ſimpered, and 


Monſieur le Comte found ſomething 


equally trivial and gallant to ſay to 


every lady in company. There is 
an animal,” cried the Commodore; 
* there. is Nench taſte. Do you 


* think ſuch fellows as this ſtormed 
*  Omoa or defended Gibraltar? Did 


* ſuch puppies maintain ſo long our 
te ſovereignty; over the ſeas?” Mr. 
Seymour was filent, and Strickland 
| 2pplauded the ſentiments of the Com- 
modore. 
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208 ROSA pz MONTMORIEN. 
modore. - © Lard, bunt. „ cried 
Mrs. Staple, « we did not ſee you at 
8 Counteſs of Scribble's route 
1 1 laſt night; we had a collection of 
ce the ſmarteſt epitapbo read, and all 
« her ladyſhip's own compilation. — 
Eypigrams, Madam, ſaid Dudley 
with a frown, © and compoſed by the 
* Counteſs. Lady Scribble has 
« an infinite deal of wit; don't ow 
e think ſo, Mr. Macleod?''—* A 
9 tolerable hand at a lampoon; but 


then her ſtyle is inaccurate, and 


| cc her themes outre. — J deny it, ” 
returned Dudley ; $7 . wit is point- 


« ed as an angle, and ber language 


40 nervous 


— 


85 ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. r09 - 
* nervous and bold.” — Bold 5 


enough,“ replied Macleod ; 2 


t agree with you there..“ Are you 


« acquainted with the Counteſs, Sir - 


ſaid young Staple, | addreſſing himſelf 
to Mr. Strickland, te the firſt woman 
« jn Paris or London either.. If 


ee we may judge of her Ladyſhip's 


> manners by her writings, I am 
5 happy i in my ignorance of her.” 


Dudley whiſtled, turned round to 
Lady Seymour, and ſtarted a new 
ſubject, while Lionel, Macleod, and 


the Commodore, mutually ridiculed 
the Engliſh pedant and the French 
coxcomb. 
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11% ROSA ps MONTMORIEN; 
coxcomb.— They ſoon left the ſociety 
of our friends for the opeta, and our 
party paſſed the remainder of the 
evening in lamenting the folly of our 
mod fo travellers, who, not content 
with appearing contemptible in their 
own country, by a thouſand aſſumed | 
levities, ſpread the ridicule Ra 
we the kingdoms 1 in Europe. 


| 3 
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THE following morning Clara; 
.* eſcortedby Strickland, called on 
Miſs Staple, (agreeavle to the requeſt 
of that lively young lady) who being 
engaged in a tete a tẽte with Count 
Marcaſſin, deſired her to take a book 
in her dreſſing- room. their en- 
trance, an elegant young woman; 
„ e (ho 


| ts KOSA vu | MONTMORIEN. 
(who was employed in embroidering 
Aa trimming) aroſe, and would have 
quitted the room, had not Clara in- 
fiſted on her ſtay. —After attentively 
gazing on her ſome minutes, Strick- 
land-exclaimed, in a tone of Wender, | 
« Mrs. Melliſn!““ The lady bowed, 
and continued her work. —After 
waiting ſome time, Miſs Staple, who 
| had diſpatched her lover, came in. 
« Lord, Eloiſa, ſaid ſhe, (previouſly 
apologizing to Clara) . what do you 
. do here?“ Mrs. Melliſh haſtily 
left the apartment ; and on Strick- 
land's enquiring after her huſband, 
Maria proceeded to inform them he 
. Was 


R 
R 
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vas dead, and Eloiſa was a dependant 


on their family. 


« Mrs. Melliſh,” continued ſhe, 
is my couſin by the mother's ſide; 
* and on her marriage with the Cap- 
« tain, was in poſſeſſion of a few 
« thouſands.—Educated in the coun- 
« try, ſhe was romantic in her notions, 
« ſentimental in her converſation, but 
e unpoliſhed in her manners, as you 
« may perceive. —Well, my mamma 
e brought her to London for a little 
« recreation, where Miſs captivated 
« the heart of Mr. Melliſh, (a younger 
brother) whoſe equipage, like Count 

Vol. II. 1ͤů „ 


114 ROSA DE MONTMORIEN. . 
ec Baſſetꝰs , rolled on the four aces 5 
et but the Captain was a pretty fellow, 
« and on my papa's remonſtrating on 
ee the imprudence of her attachment 
4 to him, ſhe, like a modern girl of 
« ſpirit, bribed her ſervant to aſſiſt 
„her, and eloped with him. For 
tt two years they lived in a genteel 
8 ſtile; but the Captain's predilec- 
"« tion for play ſoon reduced them 
« to poverty. Eloiſa, who tenderly 
loved her huſband, ' paſſively ſub- 
c mitted to this change of fortune, 
and readily availed herſelf of her 
* muſical talents, ſupporting him for 


© ſome time by her vocal exertions 


%., 


, & bs F * * 5 cc ar p 
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« at ſome celebrated private con- 


« certs. The little emoluments ſhe 


derived from her harmonic abili- 


te ties were inadequate to maintain- 


bs ing him-as a gentleman, and in no 
te other light could the Captain con- 


0) 


A 


deſcend to appear. Her jewels, het 
« wardrobe were diſpoſed of in the 


A 


e fallacious hope of retrieving his 


4 


A 


former lofſes. Diſappointed and 


c 


* 


diſtreſſed, menaced by his credi- 


* tors abroad, and pining in penury 


« at home, he confined himſelf for 


c ſome months within the ſmall room 
r they inhabited, where want of air 
and exerciſe, added to the dejec- 
SY £ I 2 « tion 
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«. tion which ſilently preyed on his 
* ſpirits, brought on a fever, which 
8 ſpeedily put a period to his exiſt- 
« ence.—Eloiſa importuned my papa 
« for relief, and being tolerably clever 
at ber needle, I took her into my 
« ſervice as a kind of humble com- 


„ panion.“ 


** Humble indeed,” re- echoed Strick- 
land, (involuntarily, who knew her 
hiſtory better than the unfecling girl 
| who, with ſuch an air of callous in- 
difference, had related it) “ but do 
«the merits of Mrs. Melliſh raiſe her 
<< no higher in the eſteem of Miſs 
« Staple, 
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« Staple, than as conducive to her 
« convenience, or as appendages to 
her pride?”—* La,” cried ſhe, 
« what ſignifies merit now-a-days? 
« Eloifa is ſo ſtrange in her ſenti- 
«ments, there is no being her friend. 
« Nay, ſhe had the ingratitude to 


« refuſe carrying a note for me to 


c 


= 


Count Marcaſſin, and it coſt me an 
« almoſt new ſuit as a bribe to my 


% woman.” —* Let's depart, my dear 


— 


« Clara,” ſaid he, (eying Maria with 
; ineffable contempt). © let us fly 
« this ſcene of contumely and folly.” 


Mademoiſelle de Montmorien would 


have ſtayed a few minutes in com- 
"4 paſſion 
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paſſion to the feelings of Miſs Staple, 
(who was evidently. mortified to the 
loweſt degree of ſervilihy, and ſtood 
incoherently palliating her treatment 
of her couſin, and her correſpondence 
with the Count) but ſhe knew the 
impetuoſity of Strickland's diſpoſi- 

tion too well to hazard his diſpleaſure 

by ſuffering her complaiſance to pre. 
vail oer the honeſt ſcorn ſhe felt for 
her and therefore haſt win wiſhed her 


"I 


_— morning. 


On their return, they recounted the 
adventure to Lady Seymour, who not 
only ſympathized with lier ſorrows, 

‚ * but 
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but endeavoured. to remedy the cauſe, 
by imploring Mr. Seymour to ſuffer 
her to reſide with them. That gen- 
tleman, whoſe conſtancy ts his lady 
was by no means inviolate, inſtantly 
aſſented to her requeſt, W iſely con- 
ſidering, that while ſhe was amu/ed at 
home, ſhe would have leſs opportu- | 
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nity of inſpecting bis conduct out of 
doors. Before his departure ſor the 
chateau, he had commenced an in- 
trigue with Signora Cantata, (a ſinger 

at the Italian opera) who had lieraliy 
been the cauſe of retarding his ſearch. 
for the Counteſs, which circumſtance, i 
not the arrival of his Engliſh friends, 
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as related by Mr. Strickland, had de- 
tained him at Paris:—nor could any 
thing % than the fortune of Roſa 
have ſeduced him a moment from 
the ſociety of this faſcinating ſong- 
ſtreſs—who abſolutely governed him 
in every material point. —His new 
equipage, &c. were choſen by her, 
while Lady Seymour, to whom as a 
bride they were preſented, was not 
even conſulted ; and her ſervants re- 
commended by La Signora, who 
filled her train with creatures of her 
own nation, and wholly ſubſervient to 


her intereſt. | 3 


Roſa 
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| Roſa had too much penetration 
not to perceive the indifference of 
Lionel; but her fecret partiality for 
Strickland at once reconciled her to 
it, as it precluded every juſt cauſe for 
complaint, and even eraſed the ſtigma 
of ingratitude, of which ſhe ſtood 
ſelf-accuſed. While thus interiorly 
diſtreſſed by the dictates of inclina- 
tion, and. conſtrained externally to 
wear the appearance of chearfulneſs, 
her heart, abſtracted from every ſel- 
fiſh confideration, ardently ſought 
every occaſion, of exerting the pure 
benevolence which alone was capable 
of dilating her 1 boſom. Mrs. 

Mellin 
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Melliſh was an object that deſerved 
all her commiſeration, and ſhe failed 
not to embrace the permiſſion of Mr. 
Seymour to invite her to live with 
them. Unapprehenſive of wounding 
the delicale ſouls of the Staple family, 
ſhe framed a polite, but candid letter 
to the old lady, ſoliciting her con- 
currence to a meaſure ſhe might rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed with pleaſure to 
adopt; and her chagrin was poignant 
when ſhe received an anſwer from 
Mrs. Dudley, informing her, “that 
9 for certain Polilic motives on the 
% part of Miſs Maria, Mrs. Melliſh 


« had dans abruptly diſcarded ; but 
added, 
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added, © that though her retreat was 
« unknown to them, ſhe believed Mrs. 
«© M=—'s conduct not only irre- 
« pyoachable, but de/erving the friend- 
« ſhip of Lady Seymour. Roſa 
was afflicted to find her generous in- 
tentions fruſtrated by an apparent 
caprice of Miſs Staple's, and zealouſly 
employed her woman in. ſearching 
of this unfortunate de- 
Strickland likewiſe ſedu- 


for the 


endant./ 
louſly explored every place likely to 
be the ſhelter of the ſugitive Eloiſa; 
for Mrs. Staple ſcrupled not to de- 
clare, ſhe had diſmiſſed her unprovid- 
ed with money, and a ſtranger in 
France. Five 


1 ROSA pe MONTMORIEN. 
Five days elapſed in this fruitleſs 
| fearch, when Lady Seymour (accom- 
päanied by Clara and Strickland) was 
walking down a narrow ſtreet, where, 
fearful of a carriage, which was furi- 
ouſly driving along, they ſtept into 
a mean- looking houſe, from whence 
iſſued a young man of a pleaſing ad- 
dreſs and ingenuous mein, who, in 
humane terms, conjured the miſtreſs 
of the ſhop to take care of his un- 
happy patient; and aſſured her, what- 
ever expence ſhe ſhould be at, he 
would (himfelf) defray. *© The lady, 
continued he, © is too weak to be 


cc moved, but as ſoon as ſhe IS. able, 


cc I 


2 
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« I will take her home.” Lady 
Seymour entered the little boutique, 
and after making ſome trifling pur- 
chaſes, enquired the name and ſitua- 
tion of the lady whom the gentle- 
man had ſo kindly recommended to 
her care. The petite bourgeoiſe in- 
formed her, © that her lodger was an 
« Engliſh lady, and had reſided with 
« hera few days only: that ſhe was 
« ſeemingly oppreſſed by anxiety, 


c 


Sd 


and enfeebled by ſickneſs; and, in 


La) 


0 


fact, owed her exiſtence to the vigi- 
40 lance and humanity of Monſieur la 
t Sonde, who, by chance, had diſ- 
< covered her abode, and ever ſince 


« attended 


s ROSA DR MONTMORIEN. 


c attended her with unrernitting zeal 


740 and tenderneſs.” This account 


Fel 


_ was {ſufficient to convince our trium- 


virate they had found the object of 


their ſearch. Roſa, therefore, it was 


agreed, ſhould aſcend to the wretch- 


ed- chamber, where the unfortunate 


Eloiſa lay extended on a miſerable 
bed, whoſe furniture forcibly re- 
minded the Counteſs of the inſta- 
bility of human grandeur. It had 
formerly been of crimſon ſattin; the 
reflection of its faded glow was ſtill 


bright enough to ſuffuſe with a faint 


gleam of red the pallid cheek of the 


hanguid N Mrs. Melliſh. As none poſ- 
9 „ ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed in a more eminent degree the 


feelings or the language of humanity 
than Lady Seymour, ſo Eloiſa, when 
informed by her of her generous de- 
ſigns towards her, with ingenuous 
gratitude, unrepreſſed by the recol- 
lection of paſt humiliation, accepted 
her kind offer, and promiſed to repair 
to the Counteſs as ſoon as her health 


would permit. 


Roſa, though not actuated by that 
impertinent curioſity which too often 
prompts the interrogations of the 
ladies; yet wiſhed to be acquainted 


with the motives of Miſs Staple, for 
| | ſo 
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ſo ſuddenly diſcarding and expoſing 
her relation to all the miſeries of 
want. _ Eloifa eaſily divined her ſen- 

timents, and, with modeſt diffidence, 
apologizing for the unintereſting de- 
tail ſhe ſhould relate, proceeded to 
gratify them ;— 


e Accuſe me not of vanity, my 
« dear Madam, if, in the courſe of 
my little narrative, I am unwilling- 
« ly obliged to arrogate attractions 
« ſuperior to thoſe of my couſin's, 

*« whole jealouſy alone impelled her 
« to chaſe me ſo diſgracefully from 
« her protection. We had not been 


1 | cc long 
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c 


long reſident in Paris, ere Mr. 
Dudley introduced the Count Mar- 


« caſſin to our acquaintance, and 


1 


„ 


« with much emphaſis recommended 
_ « him, as his friend, to Maria. 


* Gay, volatile, fond of adulation; 


* and proud of her conqueſt, Miſs 


_ < Staple eagerly entered into the 
« views of her brother, and played 
« off thoſe little arts, which are ever 
« the infallible diſtinctions of a co- 
by quette, The Count was gallant in 
« his manner, and her ſanguine hopes 
Frag flattered that he was not inſenſible to 
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130 ROSA DE MON TMORIEN. 
« what ſhe ridiculouſly ſtiled her | 
s tendreſſe for him. 


« The frequent viſits of the Count 
« made him regarded by us all, as 

« one of the family ; and in conſe- 
 & quence of ceremony being laid 
e aſide, I was ſuffered to appear as 
« uſual. My unhappy form attract- 
« ed his notice, and being an enthu- 
« fjaſt in muſic, I was commanded by 
« Miſs Maria to ſing and play to 
„ him.—The mortification I hourly 
” indured from the miſtaken pride o of 
- "wy relations, convinced the Count 
that every exterior reſpect to me, 


1 = „ = malt 


% 
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« muſt be offenſive" to them. He 
« therefore paid every obſequ ious 
er attention to Maria in public, while 
he ſtudiouſly ſought the lighteſt 
opportunity of importuning me 
te with his paſſion in private. I re- 
« jected, with diſdain, his proteſta- 
« tions, and awed him into filence 
* by my reſolute denial of his 


cc ſuit. 


1 Maria, who was impatient to 
5 become La Comteſſe Marcaſſin, 
« flirted violently with his Lordſhip, 

« and diſpatched a thouſand frivo- 

* lous meſſages daily to him. — Her 


K 2 * education 
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3 ROSA vs MONTMORIEN. 
a education had been ſtrangely neg- 

| © lected, and her billets, however ex- 
« preſſive of the fervor of her flame, 

« were miſerably deficient in point 
"on? of orthography and grammatical 


e accuracy.—I therefore was raiſed 


to the dignity of her confidential 
* amanuenſis, her ſecretary in or- 

« dinary being the valet of Mr. 
Net « Dudley. 


« Mrs. Staple, though ignorant 

« of propriety in the general occur- 
= rences of life, ſenſibly felt the 
* indiſcretion of her daughter's con- 
70 e. and expreſsly forbid her 


SY de woman's 


cc 


ct 


cc 
tc 
cc 
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cc 


cc 


<c 


ters to the Count. 
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« woman's carrying any future let- 


Maria, thus 
fruſtrated in her ſchemes, applied 


to me to be the meſſenger between 


them: I refuſed her with the 


warmth ſuch an ungenerous con- 


duct merited. For ſome days ſhe 


was ſullen and haughty with me, 


but on the Count's remonſtrating 
on the cruelty of her treatment, 


her rage was boundleſs; and after 


forging a tale highly prejudicial to 
my integrity to her mamma, I was 
turned out of doors, devoid of 
ſupport, friendleſs and unknown. 


The contents of my purſe were 
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« ſmall, and I retired to this obſcure 
place, where the grief which prey- 
ed on my heart ſpread its debili- 
« tating infl uence through my whole 
A R WO nr 


7 0 Monſieur La Sonde, who attend- 
cc ed the daughter of the miſtreſs 
« of the houſe, compaſſionated my 
« caſe, and not only reſtored me 
« to life by his medical ſkill, but 
« furniſhed me with ſuch nutritious 


« alimentsas were likely to invigorate 


4c my relaxed ſtrength. —His lady | 


40 (the daughter of the Earl of Carel- 
mont) alſo viſited me, and tendered 
We « me 


ROSA vs MONTMORIEN. 35 
« me a pecuniary aſſiſtance, which, 
already oppreſſed by obligation 1 
1 can never return, I reſolutely refuſ- 
© ed. To your benevolence, madam, 
I am more vulnerable. No ſtran- 


« ger to your character, | I rely im- 
« plicitly on your kindneſs; and 


c 


feeling all the goodneſs of your 
« intentions, with tranſport accept 


« 


A 


the aſylum you offer.” | 


Roſa prevented the | acknowledg- 
ment ſhe poured forth, by riſing to 
depart; previouſly | inſiſting on her 
accepting a note of ſmall value. 
While ſhe was preſſing her to re- 


K 4 ceive 


1135 ROSA D MONTMORIEN. | 
ceive it, Commodore Nevit entered: 
« Avaſt, my lady,“ cried he, © you 
« muſt not uſurp my privilege; Eloiſa 
« jg my kinſwoman, and I muſt. | 
« affert a prior right to relieve 
« her.” 


. 


The Counteſs informed him of her 
deſign in taking Eloiſa home; a pro- 
poſal which the honeſt ſeaman aſſent- 
ed to with pleaſure.— « You ſhall 
« never more, my dear Mrs. Mel- 
e liſh,” ſaid he, © be expoſed to the 

« inſults of that plaiſter of Paris 
* * puppet _ or be the tool of her 


« intrigues 


oh: WW 
the, 
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« intrigues with the in. 


wy Count. Po: 


In this way he rallied on, till in- 


terrupted by Rofa, who reminded 


him of Eloiſa's indiſpoſition, and 


conjured him to refrain from con- 


verſing with her, till ſhe ſhould be | 
better able to participate the diſ- 
courſe.—** You are right,” cried the 
commodore « but on my. ſoul 1 


« cannot bear it, Madam.—Kitty 


« ſhall never inherit a ſix-pence of 


« mine, for (marrying into ſuch a 


„ family.—I have toiled night and 


« day, braved winds and waves, and 


9 
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« jr ſhall never be ſaid a Britiſh ſea 


* man ſtood by and ſaw a deſerving 

«© woman” wronged.”-—Lady Sey- 

mour applauded his energy, and 

ſmilingly requeſted his company be- 
low. 


The Commodore took an affec- 
tionate leave of Mrs. Melliſh, and 
deſcended, vowing vengeance on the 
Staples. Strickland and Clara had 
. already learned the hiſtory of Eloiſa's 
ůllneſs from the landlady ; and after 

| repeating the charges of Monſieur la 

Sonde, they departed on their way 
home. Roſa briefly explained the 
3-1 5 cauſe 


| ROSA pz MONTMORIEN; 1 39 
cauſe of Mrs. Melliſh's diſmiſſion, 
and the whole party loudly inveighed 
againſt the inhumanity of Mrs. Staple | 
and Maria, with whom they unani- 
mouſly agreed to diſcontinue their 

| acquaintance.—The Commodore had 
been informed by Strickland (as paſ- 
ſing by) of the retreat of Mrs. Mel- 
liſh, whom he 1 partially regarded; 
and in the firſt emotions of his re- 

ſentment, he removed his baggage, 
and took up his abode in a diſtant 

quarter of the city. 51 


CHA P. 
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"CHAP. XVIIL 
| A M F,-S I T. | 


R. Seymour approved their 
proceedings, and at the defire 

of the Counteſs, waited on the ſur- 
geon with her thanks for his friendly 
care of her protegee.—La Sonde 
modeſtly replied to his praiſes, and 
intreated the honor of a viſit from 
Lady Seymour, of whom he had heard 
. ſo exalted a character from the lips of 
his 
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his grateful patient. Roſa, intereſted - 
by his relation to the anchoret, and 


prepoſſeſſed in * favour from his 


conduct to Eloiſa, joyfully embraced 
the invitation, and without ceremony 
waited on him one afternoon, ac- 


companied by Clara and Strickland. 


Mjr. La Sonde received them with 
a graceful eaſe: « You come not, 
<« ladies,” ſaid he, « to viſit the man- 
« ſion of magnificence, but that of 
« ſimplicity and content.. His lady 
came to meet them; her countenance 
verified his aſſertion.— Let us wave 
form, ſaid the ſprightly Madame 
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Ia Sonde; ec we are already friends, 
. for are we not im pelled by ſym- 
* pathy towards each other?“ —Roſa 
_ embraced, and warmly aſſured her of 
hereſteem [Imagination cannot form 

a language to defcribe a more lovely 
figure than Madame La Sonde. Her 
perſon was ſmall, but exquiſitely pro- 
3s portioned ; and herairat once fraught 
with dignity, and a certain playful 
grace. Her eyes ſparkled with vi- 
vacity, and her cheeks glowed with a 
bloom, which ſeemed, byits lively hue, 
expreſſive of the happineſs which ani- 
| mated the whole. Her diſcourſe was 
chearful, and her manners volatile, 
: : but 


but the keenneſs of her wit rendered 
ner childiſh ſallies excuſable.—* You 
e have taken me from my employ- 
1 46 ment, ſaid ſhe, leading them into 


a ſmall garden, well ſtored with phy- 


ſical herbs planted by her hand, we 


« muſt not be idle.“ The ladies 


| ſeated themſelves in an alcove, and 


Madame purſued her avocation of 


weeding till the tea equipage being 


brought in, ſhe reſumed her ſation, 
as miſtreſs of the family, with mingled 


| ſweetneſs and majeſty. * 


As ſoon as it was removed, her 


tuo children came in (beauteous as 
cherubs) 


— — « 
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' cherubs) and handed to the gueſts the 5 
| choiceſt fruits in ſeaſon. Roſa careſſ⸗ 
ed them with unfeigned affection; and 
turning to the delighted mother, ex- 
claimed, te Ah, Madame, how enviable 
is your lot!” —“ Can Lady Sey 
* mour think ſo?” replied ſhe. © Can 
e ſhe prefer the ſimplicity of our 


« .. 


_ lives to the ſplendor of her own ?''— 


Oh yes,” cried Clara,“ happineſs 
| „ flies from the dull reſtraints of 
« ceremony in the gay circles, but 


; . ranges free and unbounded in theſe. 


La 


ec ſcenes of elegant retirement. 


% Happineſs is centered in ourſelves, 
% my dear Mademoiſelle,” returned * 
Madame 


— — W Sn ac we 
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Madame La Sonde,“ and I find it in 
te the ſociety of the gay and the 


« grave: to-morrow we will go to the 
« aſſembly, and you ſhall ſee chear- 
© fulneſs wing my way through the 
„„ 
ce my heart beat in uniſon with my 
« ſteps.” Our party were enchanted 
with her company, and Roſa now 
thought ſhe had found happineſs in 
the perſon of Madame La Sonde. 


vo. l. ERA 
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CHAP. XIX. 
1.0 0 NCLUSI 0 N. 


HE entered into the diverſions of 
di and her griefs inſenſibly | 
Glad: - Imprefied with te moſt 
exalted ſentiments of rectitude, and 

2 reſolute in the obſervance of them, 
| ſhe had weaned, by degrees, her af- 
fection from Strickland ; and ſtudi- 

ouſly attaching herſelf to the welfare 

of Lionel, had gained ſuch an aſcen- 

” dancy 


ROSA DR MONTMORIEN. 147 
dancy over him, as to have influenced 
his actions, and wrought his reforma- 
tion.—The tenderneſs ſo long laviſhed 
on diſtant objects, centered in her; 
now ſenſible of her worth, and anxious 
to expiate his former vices by an in- 
violable fidelity and attention to her 
peace, as the firſt proof of his ſin- | 

cerity, he abandoned La Signora, who 5 
had artfully ſecured a valuable ſettle- 

ment, and led him, during their con- 
nection, into unbounded | extrava- 
ganc ies. The fair Madame La Sonde 
had reconciled Roſa to ſociety; and 
ſhe, in a ſhort time, reſumed her 
priſtine vivacity.—Strickland engag- 
* ed 
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ed the Counteſs and Mr. Seymour 
in his favour; and with the moſt per- 
ſuaſive eloquence, they endeavoured 
to render Clara propitious to the 
hopes of her lover.— Her opinion | 
vanquiſhed by the reaſoning of Lady 
Seymour, and the impulſes of her 
own heart; ſhe began to retract from 
het late faſtidious proteſtations, and 
ſeriouſly think of becoming. the wife 
of Strickland. = 5 


Such was the favourable aſpect of 
affairs, when the death of Lord Sey- 
mour recalled them to England. 
Lionel, won by the example of the. 


4 generous 
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_ generous Strickland, reſolved to ſhake 


| off the contracted notions which had 
| hitherto biaſſed his judgment, and 
return deſerving of the dignity he 
was to enjoy. I will prove,” ſaid 
he, © however flagrant my paſt errors 
bs have been, that the dormant ſparks 
« of virtue, awakened and cheriſhed 
« by the exemplary conduct of a diſ- 
« cerning friend, and an affectionate 


* 


« of obliterating the impreſſions of 
« youthful indiſcretion, and forming 


« anew the contrite mind.“ 


Let us now ſay a word of our Pa- 


_ 


Ji riſian 


and ſenſible wife, are yet capable 


—— — — — =_ 
——— = 
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_ -rifian friends, by way of farewell to 
them. Monſieur La Sonde, by his 
merit, and the intereſt of Lord Sey- 
mouxr, obtained confiderable honours 
from PAcadamie Royale and in the 
philanthropic practice of his profeſ- 
ſion, and the converſation of his 
charming lady, enjoyed the trueſt and 
5 unalloyed content; while the ſuper- 
Cilious Miſs Staple, diſappointed in 
her deſigns on the heart of the Count, 
and humbled in her own ideas, ac- 
cepted the hand of Mr. Macleod, 
who, tempted by her fortune, over- 
| looked the defects of her mind.— 
6 Nevil, diſguſted with the 
3 . > levity 
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levity of the young Dudley, ad dif. 


pleaſed to ſee his niece immerged i inthe 


ſame vortex of diſſipation, reſolved to 


| beſtow his fortune on Mrs. Melliſh, 
| (whoſe advocate he had ever been 
with Mrs. Staple and Maria ;) but, 
ſcrupulous of the propriety of this 
diſpoſition of his effects, he preferred 
inveſting her with a more general and 


unexceptionable claim by marriage; 


and Eloiſa, whoſe gratitude was only 
equalled by her deſert of obligation 


in an union with the Commodore, 


found an ample compenſation for her 


ſufferings with Mr. Melliſh. 


With 


a 6 
N \ 
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2 With unaffected ſorrow, our ad ven- 
turers bid adieu to the lovely Madame 
La Sonde, and ſet out for England; 
but unttiappily viſiting Montpelier, 


on account of the indiſpoſition of 
Roſa, Morton, the injured Morton, 
recognized his baſe diſhonourer, and 
claimed from his ſword an atonement 
for the wrong.—Lord Seymour, un- 
known to any, accepted the challenge, 
| and fell by a hand, apparently com- 
mĩſſioned to be the avenger of its in- 


juries. 


The world had now no charms for 


125 Seymour, whoſe fortitude was 
unequal 


o 
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unequal to ſupporting ſo unexpected 


a calamity. I have purſued,” ſaid 


ſhe e, a ſhadow of felicity, and, led 


0 by fancy, have deluſively roved 


_ « through the deviating mazes of 


« life. Let me now in retirement 


« profit by my diſappointments, and wet 


e prepare myſelf for the certain ſatis- 


« faction of a better ſtate Lou, my. 
« Clara, with your Strickland, undiſ- 

a turbed by reflections of the paſt, ; 

« and, fearleſs of the future, will be 


* happys.. 


Solitude, and the ſociety of her 


beloved fiſter, were the choice 


of 


D 
D 
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| of Clara; and Strickland rated too 
juſtly the value of independence, again 


to embark on the variable ſurface of 


x 
- = * 


public favour.— The ſalubrious cli- 
mate of France induced them to re- 
main in that kingdom; and after 
arranging the affairs of the deceaſed 
Earl (who bequeathed to the Coun- 
teſs the whole of his eſtates), and, at 
the inſtance of Roſa, the celebration 

of the nuptials of Clara and Strick- 

land, they retired to the chateau, 
where they reſided in uninterrupted 
rranquillity. —Often would they diſ- 


cuſs the events of their former lives, 


and the fallaciouſneſs of their pur- 
ſuits; 


k 
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; ſuits; and after drawing every ine 


rence reaſon or experience could ſug- 


geſt, they would mutually conclude, 


in the words of the anchorite, That 
chearfully to ſuſtain the evils inci- 


dent to mortality. W « literally to be 


Bap. 
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ſtory is well calculated, the characters properly ſup- 
ported, and the denouement is rendered intereſting. 
This is, in general, a very pleaſing and intereſting work; 
the remarks are animated and juſt, and the language 
elegant and corre ct.“ | | | 


This tory is well conducted, the characters properly 
ſupported, and the ſentiment intereſting.” 


Town and Country Mag. 
CAROLINE; or The DIVERSITIES of FORTUNE. © 


In 3 Vols. 12mo, Price 7s. 6d. ſewed. 


« This is a pleafing and intereſting ſtory, well ar- 
ranged, and the attention ſo cloſely fixed, that we can- 
not want the charm of novelty, This work has ſuffi. 

cient merit.“ | 
| Critical Review. 


V. Lane begs to inform any Perſon, either in 7 ben or 
Country, defirous of commencing a Circulating Library, 


that be bas always, ready bound, ſeveral Thouſand 


Volumes, in Hiſtory, Voyages, Novels, Plays, &c. 
ſuitable for that Purpoſe ; and that be will be bappy in 
inſtructing them in the Manner of kecping a Reading- 
Library.— On an Addreſs to bim, as above, they may 
receive an immediate Supply of entertaining Books. 


, Wanted ſeveral Novels in Manuſcript to publiſh the 


enſuing Seaſon,- Addreſs as Above. 


« After carefully reading theſe volumes, we find the 
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